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UN Security Council Approves
Weak Darfur Resolution

In late November the UN Security
Council metinspecia sessioninNairobi,
Kenyaon the ongoing crisisin the Darfur
region of Sudan. Thedecisontoholda
Security Council meeting outside of New
York was amost unprecedented, and was
intended to demongtrate the UN’s commit-
ment to ending theviolence. Thefina
outcome of the meeting was the adoption
of UN Security Council Resolution 1574,
which, whilecalling for a ceasefire, fails
to mention sanctions or the need to bring
those responsible for the atrocitiesto
judtice.

Resolution 1574 “ demandsthat Govern-
ment and rebel forces and all other armed
groupsimmediately ceaseall violenceand
attacks’ and urges the partiesto finish
negotiating a Comprehensive Peace
Agreement for Sudan. However, this
resolution isweaker than the previous
resol utions passed by the Security Council
inJuly (Resolution 1556) and September
2004 (Resolution 1564). It repeats many
of the same demands stated in earlier
resolutions without the threst of sanctions
for continued defiance.

Whilethegodslaid outinthe Resolution
1574 are laudable — an end to the violence

and alasting peace — the Resolution
adopted no new measures to encourage
the parties to meet those goals. Without
concrete measures like an enlarged
mandate for the African Union forcein
Sudan, acomplete arms embargo, or the
enforcement of ano-fly zone over Darfur,
thereislittleincentivefor the partiesto
negotiate a Comprehensive Peace Plan.
The USCCB has endorsed the use of
targeted sanctions and a complete arms
embargo asincentivesto the Khartoum
Government to comply with UN Resolu-
tions. The violence continuesin Darfur
and aid agenciestill havedifficulty
ddivering humanitarian assistance.

At the August 2004 Assembly CMSM
membersadopted aresolution of Solidarity
with the people of Sudan. Along withthe
Catholic Task Force on Africa, CMSM is
working to promote more effective US
policy and engagement regarding Sudan
both in Washington and at the UN.

The complete text of the USCCB dtate-
ment on Sudan from their November
meeting is a www.uscch.org/bishops/
sudan1104.htm.
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USUseof Landmines Subject of I nter national
Discussions

Aninternational gathering of government representa:
tivesand NGO’salso met in Nairobi, Kenyato promote
amine-free world.

One point of discussion isthe changein US policy
regarding the use and manufacture of landmines. In
February 2004 the Bush Admini stration announced a
new policy that reverses the positive steps taken over
the last ten years to eradicate antipersonnel mines. The
new policy no longer has as an objectiveratification of
the Mine Ban Treaty and now permits the use of sdlf-
destructing mineswithout any geographic or date
restrictions, and the use of antipersonnel mineswill be
used throughout the world where US miilitary action
takes place.

The US Campaign to Ban Landminesis suggesting that
those concerned about thischangein palicy, particularly
ending the commitment to ratify the treaty, contact the
Administration to express disagreement with the new
policy and encourage reconsideration and to make a
commitment to not violatethe policy evenif theUS
does not ratify the treaty. The US Campaign to Ban
Mines hasissued amemo with background and policy
recommendations that you can find on their website at
WWW.banminesusa.org.

US-MadeBulldozers Sill Used to Raze
Homes

Human Rights Watch recently issued a new report,
“Razing Rafah,” that documents the Isragl Defense
Force's (IDF) systematic use of Caterpillar bulldozers
inillegal demolitionsthroughout the occupied Palestin-
ian territories. The | DF has demolished over 2,500

Pdl estinian homes over the past four yearsin the Gaza
Stripaone.

InApril, agroup of Caterpillar shareholders presented a
resolution at the annual shareholder meeting that called
on the company to investigate whether bulldozer sales
tothelsradli military violated Caterpillar’s code of
conduct. Jewish Voice for peace has announced that it
will resubmit the resol ution for the 2005 sharehol ders
mesting.

Human Rights Watch has called on Caterpillar to
immediately suspend salesof bulldozerstothelsradli
Army. For more information about the use of Caterpil-
lar bulldozersfor homedestructionsvisit the Global
Exchange website at www.global exchange.org/coun-
trieg/palestine. You can get the Human Rights Watch
report at their website, www.hrw.org. For other
information about programsrel ated to justiceissuesin
the Palestinian territories visit the website of the US
Campaign to End the Isragli Occupation at
www.endtheoccupation.org.

Ecumenical Advocacy Daysand Annual JP
DirectorsGathering

“MakeAll ThingsNew” isthe themefor thethird
annual ecumenical gathering inWashington, DC,

March 11-14, 2005. The conference brings together
faith-based socid justice advocates from many Christian
traditionstofocuson critical regionsandissuesincluding
Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, U.S.
foreign and domestic policies, eco-justice, and Jubilee
and economicjustice.

The gathering will feature challenging speakers, issue
briefings, advocacy training workshopsand aL obby
Day on Capitol Hill when participantswill speak with
their Senators and Representatives and key Congres-
sional staff.

A PDF version of the brochureisavailable on the
CMSM website and more information is at www.
advocacydays.org. CMSM is one of the sponsors of
theevent and leaders, JP Coordinators, religiousin
formation and others are encouraged to participate.
TheAdvocacy Dayswill befollowed by the annual
gathering of JP Coordinatorsin Washington, DC,
beginning the evening of March 14 and ending the
afternoon of March 15. Thismeeting isan excellent
opportunity for the JP Office and congregational JP
Coordinatorsto dialogueonissuesand priorities, to
network, and to learn about the broad justice agenda of
religiousmenintheU.S. Thisyear the meeting will be
opentoal CMSM related participants to the Ecumeni-
ca Advocacy Days. More details about the gathering

will be sent out soon.
Stan DeBoe, OSST/ Editor
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